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Thanks for choosing us! 

h_da – our abbreviation for Hochschule Darmstadt – is waiting for you!

Preparing for a stay abroad and taking care of everything that needs to be taken care
of can be tricky. You‘re probably wondering where to start. This guide will walk you
through the different steps you need to take, but remember: One step at a time. Soon
you‘ll be all set for your study-abroad experience in Germany!

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further questions related to
your stay. We‘re looking forward to welcoming you in Darmstadt soon!

Your Incoming Welcome Team
Marina Zielke & student assistants

Foto: Gertrud Tcherkastin
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What do I need to know for preparing my stay in Darmtadt?

1.  Do I need a visa? .........................................................................................................................................................................

You’re not sure whether you need a visa? Chapter 1 will help you find out! Tick the 
box once you‘ve found out whether you need a visa or not.

2. Do I really need health insurance for studying at h_da? .....................................................................

YES – it’s a prerequisite for your final enrollment at h_da. Please read the 
information given in chapter 2 carefully and tick the box when you’ve sorted out 
your health insurance plan for your stay abroad!

3. How much money do I need?..........................................................................................................................................

Chapter 3 will give you an overview of the expected living expenses during your stay 
in Germany. 

4. Where am I going to live? ..................................................................................................................................................

We want you to feel at home in Darmstadt – but finding a place to live can be tricky. 
Chapter 4 will give you information on our housing service. 

5. What am I supposed to study?  .....................................................................................................................................
In chapter 5 you’ll find a short overview and some general information about 
classes, credits, your learning agreement, etc… 

6. Do I need to learn German? ............................................................................................................................................

You don’t need to have any knowledge of German before coming to Darmstadt, but 
 we highly recommend learning some German once you‘re here. There will be 
German classes before the start of the lecture period. See chapter 6 for more 
details.

7. When am I supposed to arrive in Darmstadt? ...............................................................................................

We expect you to be in Darmstadt for our Welcome & Orientation days starting on 1 
October. 
Chapter 7 will give you more information! 

8. Will I walk alone? .....................................................................................................................................................................
Of course not – we are here for you! During our Welcome & Orientation days, we 
will not only help you figure out all the administrative stuff, but we will show you 
around town, see chapter 8 for more details!
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1. Visa requirements
As an international student you may need a visa and/or a residence permit to study in 
Germany, depending on where you’re from. You can find more detailed and updated 
information about whether or not you need a visa or not at:
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/visabestimmungennode 

EU nationals do not need a visa and may skip this chapter.

Non-EU nationals from Australia, Brazil, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Republic 
of Korea and USA have to options:

Option 1: Apply for a visa that covers the entire period of their stay before coming to 
Darmstadt (this saves you some trouble later) OR
Option 2: Enter Germany without a visa (‚Visa Waiver Program‘) and request a residence 
permit once you‘re in Germany.

Non-Eu nationals from all other countries must apply for a visa at the local embassy or
consulate in their home countries.

EU nationals

Non-EU nationals from Australia, Brazil, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, 
Republic of Korea or USA

Option 1: You apply for a regular visa 
at the German embassy or consulate 
in your home country before coming 
to Darmstadt. This makes your stay in 
Darmstadt a little less stressful and the 
local embassies and consulates are often 
less strict about the proof of financial 
means for your stay in Germany (Option 
2 requires you to deposit a large amount 
of money on a special bank account, 
requesting a visa in your home country 
often does not).
We highly recommend this option!

Option 2: You enter Germany without a 
visa. This gives you the right to stay in 
Germany for up to 90 days. Of course, 
your stay with us will be longer than 
90 days, which is why you will need to 
request a residence permit. Requesting a 
residence permit is similar to requesting 
a visa. It requires you to open a blocked 
bank account and deposit 853 € for each 
month you‘re staying in Germany. You can 
open the blocked bank account before 
you come here or once you‘re here. We 
will assist you with your residence permit 
application! See here:  
https://www.auswaertigesamt.de/en/
einreiseundaufenthalt/02-lernen-und-
arbeiten/sperrkonto-seite

Non-EU nationals from all other countries

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/visabestimmungennode
https://www.auswaertigesamt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/02-lernen-und-arbeiten/sperrkonto-seite
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If your ID lists your second nationality and it is a European one, you do not need a visa 
for your stay in Germany, but please double-check with your local embassy, just in case!

Important information for all of you:

Schengen Visa: The Shengen area is a passport-free zone and includes 
most European countries.
The Schengen visa is a tourist visa valid for less than 90 days. It is not 
geared towards students wishing to study in one of the Shengen states 
and is not the kind of visa you should apply for!
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/eu-countries/

Date of Arrival: We expect you to arrive in Darmstadt on 29 or 30 
September, so your visa should be valid from that date. Use your Letter of 
Acceptance to apply for a visa.

2) Health Insurance
In Germany, only people with sufficient health insurance coverage can become 
students. This is why we are required by law to check your insurance status before 
you can complete your final enrollment at h_da. Please note that receiving a Letter of 
Acceptance does not mean that you are enrolled at h_da. Final enrollment takes place 
in person in Darmstadt:
1. Pre-enrollment with your Letter of Acceptance
2. Final enrollment in person – after your health insurance plan has been checked.

You should already have European-wide health insurance coverage – make sure you 
have a valid European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) for the entire duration of your 
stay and bring it with you! Note that you will be required to pay a certain amount of 
the treatment costs in advance, but you can ask your healh insurance company for 
reimbursement. Please contact us if you do not have an EHIC.

Non-EU students with a second nationality that is European

EU students
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Non-EU students

1
You have a private health 
insurance plan that covers your 
study abroad-stay in Germany.

2
You can take out a German public 
student health insurance plan 
(monthly costs around 100 €)

If refused

Please contact us so we can have 
your insurance plan checked.
Please note: most private health
insurance plans are not accepted.
Travel health insurance plans are 
not accepted, either.

Apply for a German public 
student health before your 
arrival. The details will be 
finalized when you‘re in 
Darmstadt

You will receive a validation 
letter that you can use for your 
enrollment with us.

If accepted

Our advice

Apply for a German public health insurance plan!
1. It is a very good plan and valid throughout Europe.
2. You have easy access to medical services in Germany (as you will have a to European 

Health Insurance Card).

You can find more information at:  
https://www.krankenkassenzentrale.de/wiki/incoming-en#

You are required to prove that you have a health insurance plan that is equivalent to the 
public health insurance coverage for students.

You have two options:

https://www.krankenkassenzentrale.de/wiki/incoming-en#
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3)  Money matters

You should not underestimate the cost of living in Germany.
Please find below details about the estimated living expenses.

Monthly expenses
• Rent (average) 450,00 €
• German health insurance approx. (if required)  100,00 €
• Materials for your studies 50,00 €
• Food, clothing, etc.  300,00 €
• Broadcasting Fee (compulsory) 10,00€
• Leisure activities 100,00 €
 Total: 1.010,00 €

One Time Costs
• Semester administrative fees   220,00 € 
• Rental deposit – 1 month’s rent (average will  

be paid back)  450,00 €
• Residence permit for Non-European students 100,00 €
• Room set up (bedding, kitchen equipment) 50,00 €
 Total: 820,00 €

What about your bank account?
You need to find out how to organize your financial transactions, especially if you‘re from a 
non-European country.

Issues to consider before coming to Darmstadt:
• How can I access my account?
• Can I withdraw money from any ATM in Darmstadt and how much does this cost?
• Will it be possible to wire a payment within Europe even if I‘m not physically in my 

home country?

We recommend you to open a German bank account as this makes things easier.

If you need to request a residence permit in Germany (see our Visa Guide), you will be 
asked to transfer money to a blocked bank account (853 Euro / month).

Please note: if you‘re offered a room by the Studierendenwerk, you are required to have a 
German Bank Account to pay your monthly rent.

Please make sure to bring some cash for your first couple of days in Germany but NO
500 euro bills!
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4) Your Housing Options

Housing in Darmstadt
Darmstadt offers plenty of housing options, from residence halls to private apartments. 
Finding a place to stay for only one semester can be a little tricky - but we‘re there to help 
you!

Our Housing Service
Studierendenwerk Darmstadt. The rooms are located in shared apartments; this means 
you will be living with one to four other students (these may be international students or 
local students).  

Please note: The residence halls are not run nor managed by h_da, but by a separate, 
non-profit organization called Studierendenwerk Darmstadt.

If you have stated in your application that you would like to apply for one of these rooms, 
these are your next steps:

1. Complete and sign the Housing form (it will be sent to you after you have applied)
2. Send it to incoming.int@h-da.de, and remember: first come, first served
3. You will receive an email from the Studierendenwerk: You have one week to accept 

the offer. If you don‘t accept it, the room will be offered to another student.
4. Pay the first month’s rent and the housing deposit prior to your arrival.

Please bear in mind!

Limited influence
• h_da is not the owner or manager of the rooms. 
• One-semester rent only
• If you stay for a year you will have to find another housing option for your second 

semester.
Room allocation is not guaranteed

We have a very limited number of rooms and work on a first come, first served basis.
Expectation

Do not expect the same level of quality and/or service in less pricey facilities. 

You can find more information at: 
http://studierendenwerkdarmstadt.de/en/accomodation-service/wohnanlagen/ 
It‘s likely that your room will be in one of the two residence halls "Karlshof" or  
"Berliner Allee", but changes are possible.

incoming.int@h-da.de
http://studierendenwerkdarmstadt.de/en/accomodation-service/wohnanlagen/
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Private Housing

You want to look for a place to stay on your own? Why not! 

There are several private residence halls for students in Darmstadt and Dieburg:

Darmstadt

Residence‘s Name Location Conditions Website

Dünen Apartment Heidelberger  
Landstrasse 266 
64297 Darmstadt

Rent: 
Deposit:

470 to 550 Euro
1.300 Euro

https://www.home2feel.de/mikrowoh-
nen/

Smartments Stephanstraße 5
64295 Darmstadt

Rent: 
Deposit:

470 to 650 Euro 
950 Euro

https://www.smartments-student.de/en/
darmstadt-ste/

Stolze Haus 
Darmstadt

Neckarstraße 4 + 6 
64283 Darmstadt

Rent:
Deposit:

from 590 Euro
not stated

https://www.stolzehaus.de/en/

The Fizz Schöfferstraße 2
64295 Darmstadt

Rent:
Deposit:

from 593 to 880 
Euro
3 month’s rent

https://www.the-fizz.com/student- 
accommodation/darmstadt

Uninest Havelstraße 9 
64295 Darmstadt

Rent: 
Deposit:

from 479 to 709 
Euro
3 month’s rent

https://unineststudents.de/en/locations/
darmstadt/elementum/

Dieburg

Residence‘s Name Location Conditions Website

Camp 5 Dieburg Am Campus 5
64807 Dieburg

Rent: 
Deposit:

440 Euro
not stated

https://camp5.de/en/

Quartier 56 Dieburg Altheimer Straße 
56-58 
64807 Dieburg

Rent: 
Deposit:

290 Euro
300 Euro

https://www.quartier56.com/internatio-
nal-students/

Please take the time to read our general Housing Guide to better understand how and where to 
look!
https://international.h-da.de/fileadmin/Einrichtungen/Internationales/Dokumente/an_
die_h_da/Incomings/15576_Housing_Booklet_en.pdf

https://www.home2feel.de/mikrowohnen/
https://www.smartments-student.de/en/darmstadt-ste/
https://www.stolzehaus.de/en/
https://www.the-fizz.com/student-accommodation/darmstadt
https://unineststudents.de/en/locations/darmstadt/elementum/
https://camp5.de/en/
https://www.quartier56.com/international-students/
https://international.h-da.de/fileadmin/Einrichtungen/Internationales/Dokumente/an_die_h_da/Incomings/15576_Housing_Booklet_en.pdf
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5) Your Studies 
Darmstadt 
Darmstadt is the only German city to hold the title of City of Science. Not only is Darmstadt
home to three universities (h_da, Technical University, Protestant University), there 
is also a large number of well-known research institutes. Darmstadt attracts many 
(international) students, lots of IT companies and research companies and the European 
Space Operations Centre (ESOC) that controls all ESA satellites is located here. 
Find out more about Darmstadt. 
https://www.quora.com/What-is-Darmstadt-Germany-best-known-for

Hochschule Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences (h_da)
• around 17000 students  - 18 % international students
• 12 departments 
• two main campuses: one in Darmstadt, one in Dieburg, in addition to other locations 

throughout the city (the Departments of Business and Media are located in Dieburg)

Classes
The course catalog can be found here: http://bit.ly/2szQZ4q!
If you‘re looking for English-taught classes, please specify the languag of instruction. An 
overview of English-taught classes during the last academic year can also be found at:
https://international.h-da.de/fileadmin/Einrichtungen/Internationales/Dokumente/
an_die_h_da/Incomings/15578-19171classes-taught-in-english.pdf
Please note that although most classes are offered on a regular basis, changes are 
possible. The new course catalog will post online on 1 March (for the spring semester) and 
on 1 September (for the winter semester). We know that these dates are rather late, so 
please use an older course catalog to fill in your learning agreement.

In order to look for classes and information in general, you should learn the German 
name and the common abbreviations of the department where you wish to study by heart. 
‚Fachbereich‘ means ‚department‘, it is often abbreviated ‚FB‘:
Department of Architecture - Fachbereich Architektur (FB A)
Department of Business - Fachbereich Wirtschaft (FB W)
Department of Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology - Fachbereich Chemie und 
Biotechnologie (FB CuB)
Department of Civil Engineering - Fachbereich Bauingenieurwesen (FB B)
Department of Computer Science - Fachbereich Informatik (FB I)
Department of Design - Fachbereich Gestaltung (FB G)
Department of Electrical Engineering and Information Technology - Fachbereich 
Elektrotechnik und Informationstechnik (FB EIT)
Department of Mathematics and Natural Sciences - Fachbereich Mathematik und 
Naturwissenschaften (FB MN)
Department of Mechanical and Plastics Engineering - Fachbereich Maschinenbau und 
Kunststofftechnik (FB MK)
Department of Media - Fachbereich Media (FB MD) 
Department of Social Sciences - Fachbereich Gesellschaftswissenschaften (FB GW) 
Department of Social Work - Fachbereich Soziale Arbeit (FB S)

https://www.quora.com/What-is-Darmstadt-Germany-best-known-for
http://bit.ly/2szQZ4q!
https://international.h-da.de/fileadmin/Einrichtungen/Internationales/Dokumente/an_die_h_da/Incomings/15578-19171classes-taught-in-english.pdf
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6) German Classes

Even though most of you will be studying in English, it‘s, of course, important (and fun!) to 
learn a little German to get by and we highly recommend you to start right away!

If you‘ve already studied German and you‘re unsure about your current level, this 
placement test may help: 
https://learngerman.dw.com/en/placementDashboard

h_da offers two types of German classes

The Language Center (Sprachenzentrum) is part of the Department of Social Sciences 
(Fachbereich Gesellschaftswissenschaften (FB GW)). In addition to German, you can also 
learn other languages such as Spanish, French and Italian there or improve your English. 
You will receive more detailed information on our German classes once your study-abroad 
stay with us draws nearer!

7) Starting your study-abroad stay in Darmstadt:

Our Welcome & Orientation Days will start on 1 October 2020.
Please arrive in Darmstadt on 29 or 30 September at the latest.  
For those of you who have been offered a room by the Studierendenwerk: Your move-in 
appointment will be on 1 October 2020 in the morming.  
Make sure you book a hotel or hostel (http://www.jugendherberge.de/en/
youth-hostels/darmstadt476/ShortPortraet) in Darmstadt until you can move into your 
room.

You can find further information about how to find us on our website. 
https://international.h-da.de/international-office/contacts/how-to-find-us/?L=1

Pre-semester German classes (4 credits) 
before the start of the lecture period

Regular German classes (~ 2,5 credits) 
throughout the semester

https://learngerman.dw.com/en/placementDashboard
http://www.jugendherberge.de/en/youth-hostels/darmstadt476/ShortPortraet
http://www.jugendherberge.de/en/youth-hostels/darmstadt476/ShortPortraet
https://international.h-da.de/international-office/contacts/how-to-find-us/?L=1
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............

8) Our Welcome & Orientation Days

Coming to a foreign country on your own can be a little scary in the beginning, but don‘t
worry: We will help you get settled in Germany! During our Welcome & Orientation 
Days you will meet fellow exchange students who, just like you, are new to the city and 
Germany. We will help you with all the administrative stuff that needs to be taken care 
of and we will take trips to beautiful and interesting sites in and around Darmstadt and 
do plenty of fun activities together!

Anything else?
Spending time in a foreign country will have an impact on you! Studying hard is one thing, 
making time to just enjoy Darmstadt and Germany and connect with other people is 
another - and an equally important one!
Your student ID card (called 'Campus Card') contains a public transport ticket valid in a 
large part of the state of Hessen (called "Semesterticket"). It gives you the possibility to 
not only enjoy Darmstadt, but explore other cities in the Rhine-Main region as well. It 
means: The world is your oyster! :)
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Welcome &
Orientation Days

Assistance with
administrative

matters

• finalizing your enrollment
• receiving your student ID
• how to select and sign up for your
• classes
• other formalities to be taken care of

Meet other 
students and  

have a  
great time!

• welcome dinner

• day trips in and around Darmstadt

• fun activities

German 
language and 

culture

• intensive German classes

• Intercultural awareness workshop
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More information for your start in Germany

http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/for-qualified-professionals/training-learning/
study
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/germany/darmstadt/top-things-to-do/a/poi/1313945
http://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/darmstadt-germany

We look forward to hosting you at h_da!

Disclaimer: This information is carefully monitored, nevertheless, we cannot be liable 
for the content, as the content cannot cover every individual case. The given 
information is not necessarily complete, comprehensive or up-to-date. It does 
not represent legal advice nor is it legally binding. The given information can 
also not replace information from experts. 
h_da – International Office – Incoming 

As of May 2020

Fotos: Gertrud Tcherkastin

http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/for-qualified-professionals/training-learning/study
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/germany/darmstadt/top-things-to-do/a/poi/1313945
http://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/darmstadt-germany
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